
December 2017
Dec. 11: Winter Concert - PHS Orchestra, Mixed 
Chorus & Band - PHS Auditorium @ 7:30 pm
Dec. 12: Choral Concert - Oak Chorus - Oak Street 
School @ 7:00 pm
Dec. 12: Early Release-Bailey & Momot 11:20 am-all 
others 11:30 am
Dec. 13: Choral Concert - Momot Chorus - Momot 
School @ 7:00 pm

Every two years, Plattsburgh High 
School students get the opportunity 
to immerse themselves in another 
culture. The German American 
Partnership Program, also known as 
GAPP, is celebrating its 30th year this 
year. 

Ann and James Bailey started this 
program back in 1987. It is designed 
to help students learn not only about 
another culture, but about themselves 
as well. 

“Our goal is to have people be 
tolerant and interested in other 
cultures,” said Jean Seeber, foreign 
language teacher and GAPP adviser. 

To the outside world, this experience 
looks like it’s all fun and games. 
However, it’s actually a lot of hard work 
and teaches time management skills. 

According to Seeber, students need 
to be solid academically. They also 

have a responsibility to maintain 
good behavior both in school and 
out of school. During their time spent 
in Germany, PHS students have to 
complete their school work there, 
while still keeping up to date on the 
assignments they’re missing back 
home. 

In order to be considered for this 
program, students have to actually 
want to go. However, lack of funds will 
never eliminate a student from being 
considered. The students do several 
fundraisers leading up to the trip to 
help with the cost as well. 

“It’s cool to be able to go from 
learning German to actually using it,” 
said Megan Davey, a senior who has 
been involved with this program for 
the past four years.  

“I just love the excitement leading 
up to it,” said Seeber. The German 
students arrive in the United States, 
making New York City their fi rst 

stop. The German students get an 
opportunity to explore alongside Mrs. 
Seeber and see all that the city has 
to off er before making their way to 
Plattsburgh. 

During their fi rst few days here, 
they’re welcomed with a ceremony to 
honor a program that is still endorsed 
by both countries even 30 years later. 
This allows the German students to 
meet American students and practice 
speaking English in front of their peers. 

“The support of the parents, the 
Board of Education and the entire 
community means the world to this 
program,” said Seeber. 

“Students have come back and told 
me ‘this has changed me more than 
anything in my life.’  It allows students 
to develop travel and life skills for the 
real world,” said Seeber. 

“It’s great because we can appreciate 
how we’re alike and how we’re 
diff erent,” said Davey. 

Over the years, more than 250 PHS 
students have been involved with the 
GAPP program. It doesn’t just impact 
the students, it impacts their families, 
the schools and ultimately the entire 
community. 

“For 30 years we have opened 
our hearts, minds and borders in an 
exchange with Germany,” said Leisa 
Boise, Board of Education President. 
“We are so fortunate that not only 
our students benefi t, but our entire 
community benefi ts from this 
exchange.” 

(see more photos on page 3)
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  Curriculum Update
Writing Initiative

Research states that the priority skill that employers 
look for in potential employees is strong writing skills. This 
is the second year of our district writing initiative.  The 
goal for this year is as follows:  
Elementary staff  will model and 
provide a component of Writer’s 
Workshop daily.  Secondary staff  
will use situational modeling when 
a new text type is being used/
taught and embed a writing task 
into content areas every week.  
Two major guidance documents 
have been created and rolled out 
to secondary staff  at SMS and PHS.

The Secondary Literacy 
Committee members worked for 
an entire year to create writing requirements for grades 
6-12 ELA.  This document contains common defi nitions 
of text types, outlines explicit instruction of the writing 
process, identifi es common rubrics to be used specifi c to 
genre and references anchor papers to assist students and 
teachers in understanding rubric expectations.

The Secondary Literacy Advisors spent last year working 
with a writing consultant, Dr. Lori Elliott, to test real-
world writing strategies across content areas within their 
classrooms.  These eff orts   resulted in a document titled, 
Write On.   This guidance provides strategies to content 
area teachers that will assist in 
embedding writing into instruction. 

Ci3T
The Ci3T Initiative is up and 

running for the 2017-2018 school 
year.  The purpose of this initiative 
is to universally identify students 
in need of strategic and intensive 
literacy support with foundational 
skill defi cits.  PCSD now off ers 

programming for these students 

that is proven to provide 1.5 to 

2 years of growth in one year.  This programming has 
been implemented in grades K-10.  Programming at the 
Elementary level consists of Reading Mastery, Language for 
Learning, Phonics for Reading, Rewards, Read Naturally and 
Corrective Reading.  At the Secondary level we are using 
Language!, Corrective Reading and Rewards.  

In the near future, Data Teams in buildings will be 
looking at progress monitoring to determine student 
growth and eff ectiveness of the system.  Our students are 
now in a system with consistent programming so they can 
reap the benefi ts over time.  This is a process in which we 
are all working hard to ensure success for our students.  

Refl ecting on this new system, teachers and students 

have said:
• “Data days are much more eff ective because we have a 

consistent format/focus about how we respond to the 
data.”

• “The focus is on data and 
not on subjective information.”

• "I love to read now."  Grade 
3 student

• “I want to be at the data 
day for my students because I 
want to share the progress my 
students are making in these 
programs.”

• “The process went 
so well using the Ci3T 
pathway. Students are placed 
appropriately, and we have 

plans in place for students.  While not perfect, it felt 
so much better and allowed for conversation on tier 
1 interventions and programming in the classroom to 
help students be successful.”

• “Students are mastering skills that once were defi cits 
and building a strong foundation.”

Curriculum Alignment
Curriculum alignment allows students to proceed 

through a system of education where there is similar 
content, expectations, skill sets and concluding outcomes 

(also referred to as horizontal 
alignment).  Secondary teachers 
in Math, Social Studies and 
English have completed 
curriculum maps per grade/
course.  These have allowed for 
horizontal alignment of each 
of these content areas/courses.  
We will continue to focus on 
integrating these three content 
areas while also working 
towards vertical alignment.  

Vertical alignment is the 
progression of content and skill 

sets from one feeder course/grade to another, and will help 
us identify gaps that exist as students advance through 
school. This vertical alignment will allow us to identify any 
gaps that may exist from one course to another.  

The following areas will begin their horizontal 
alignment:  Science, LOTE, Physical Education (K-12), 
Art (K-12), Music (K-12), Technology, Health, Business, 
Participation in Government and Economics will replicate 
the process of horizontal alignment of curriculum maps.  
Once the horizontal alignment is complete these groups 
will move to vertical alignment.



  Capital Project Update 
The outside walls are going up, the insulation is in, and 

the roof is completed as work continues on the new Momot 
Elementary Cafeteria.

“It is gratifying to see a project that we have talked 
about and envisioned for several years come to fruition,” 
said Director of Management David Baroody.

In August 2014, Plattsburgh residents approved a $9 
million capital construction plan. The project was divided 
into two phases: 1) the complete replacement of the PHS 
roof with additional lighting upgrades on the PHS campus; 
and 2) construction of the Momot cafeteria and safety 
improvements for the PHS main entrance. The district is 
currently in the midst of the fi nal phase of the project that 
we anticipate culminating by January 2018.

Momot Elementary Cafeteria Addition (pictured above)

As the current Momot Cafeteria is undersized for our 
student population, a larger modern cafeteria is under 
construction. The new addition, which adjoins Monty 
Street gymnasium’s exterior wall, will undoubtedly fi ll this 
aforementioned need. That said, the remaining asphalt 
parking area directly to the northeast of the new addition 
will be converted to lawn space. 

PHS Main Entrance & Lobby Addition (pictured at left)

Renovations to the PHS main entrance and respective 
lobby area are nearing completion. The main entrance has 
been expanded to include a lobby space secured from the 
adjoining corridor. Entry into the facility will be visually and 
electronically controlled to direct visitors straight into the 
Main Offi  ce from the lobby space. A new student drop-off  / 
pick-up loop has also been established on the north side of 
the Facility that includes 26 spaces for visitor parking. 
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   Fall ‘Hornet’ Sports Roundup
The Fall Hornet sports season is complete, and Winter 

sports are underway.  As is typical, this past season featured 
plenty of skill development, innumerable life lessons, 
character building opportunities, and some notable 
accomplishments.

The most successful Fall 2017 Hornet squad was the 
Girls’ Swim Team – which won both the CVAC and Sectional 
Championships.  In addition to this great team success, 
fi ve individual swimmers (Andie Abdallah, Mia Biondilillo, 
Meghan Davey, Avery Kuhn, and Alison Silver) qualifi ed for 
State competition. 

Additionally, cross-country runners Makenzie Baker, Ian 
Campbell, Ryan Flora, and Nora Graves qualifi ed for their 
sport’s State meet, as did gymnasts Madison Baker and 
Morgan Hughes.

This Fall also saw the 
re-emergence of the 
Hornet Football team, 
which advanced to the 
conference championship 

game for 
the fi rst 
time in a 
dozen years, 
and enjoyed 
its fi rst winning conference season schedule 
in recent memory.

Also notable this Fall (and which has 
carried forward into the Winter sports 
season) is the signifi cant increase in student 
participation in athletics, which has led to 
the anticipated reintroduction of modifi ed B 
boys’ and girls’ basketball.

Congratulations to all Fall Hornet teams, and good luck 
for another great Winter season.

PHS Girls’ Swim Team

PHS Cross-Country Athletes

PHS Gymnastics Athletes


